Skill — Reoding Comprehension Name:

Harriet Tubman: Civil War Spy

By: Catherifie Clarke Fox

Harriet Tubman is well known for r‘isking herife as a “conductor” in the Under‘gr‘ound
Railroad, which led escoped slaves to freedom in the North. But did you know that the
former slave also served as a spy for the Union dur‘ing the Civil War and was the first
wornan in. Armerican |'1is+or‘y to lead @ mi|i+c1r‘>/ expedi+ion?

Durin9 a time when wormen were usuc1||>/ restricted fo
traditional roles like cooking and nur‘sing, she did her share of
+hosejobs. But she also worked side—by—side with men, says
writer Tom Allen, who tells her exciJring erory in the National

Geogr‘ophic book, Harriet. Tubman, Secret Agen+.
T ubman decided o he|p the Union Army because she

wonJred Freedom ‘FOI" Cl” O‘F H\e peop|e WI’\O were for‘ced iI'TI'O
SIOVGF‘)/, no+Jus+ H\e few SI’\G COUId I'\GIP by her‘se”. And SI’\G

convinced many other brave African Americans Jro‘join her as

spies, even at the risk of being honged if Jrhey were cougH.
In one of her most dramatic ‘and dongerous roles, Tubman he|ped Colonel J ames
Mon+90mery p|c1n a-raid fo free slaves from p|on+o+ions <:1|on<3 the Combahee (pr‘onounced
KUM-bee") River inSouth Carolina. Eor|y on the mor‘ning of Jure |, 1863, three
9unboc1+s cor‘r‘ying several hundred male soldiers <:1|on<3 with Harriet Tubman set out on their
rission. | ubman had go+hered key information from her scouts about the Confederate
posiJrions. She knew where Jrhey were hiding <:1|ong the shore. She also found out where Jrhey
had p|c1ced Jrorpedoes, or barrels filled with 9unpowder‘, in the water. As the eor‘|>/ mor‘ning

fog lifted on some of the South’s most impor+on+ Fice p|c1n+o+ions, the Union expedi+ion hit
hard. The raiders set fire 16 bui|dings and deerr‘oyed br‘idges, so Jrhey couldn 't be used by the

Confeder‘ojre Army TI’\G}l CIISO fr‘eed ClbOU+ 750 s|<:1ves—men, women, chi|dr‘en, ond

babies——and did not lose one soldier in the attack.
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A”en, Wl’\O WI"H'GS ObOU+ 'H'\IS odven+ure ONd mony o+|’1er‘s, gO'I' +O |<now Tubmon we”

Jrhrough the months of research he did for the book. The historic details he shares br‘ing

Tubman and many other impor+on+ ﬂgur‘es of her time to life.

To goﬂ'\er‘ the facts, Allen searched libraries and the Internet, and even walked in
Tubman's fooJrereps “T'went on the river‘J'uer south of the area where the raid fook p|oc:e, “he
says. "You are in that kind of coun+r>/ she would have known, with p|en+>/ of mosqyijroes and
snakes, and there are still dirt roads there Jrodcny—so you geJr a fee|in<3 of what it was like.”

Allen says his most exciJring moment came when a librarian led him to written accounts
by peop|e who ochuo”y saw | ubman and the raiders in-action.

"She was five feet two inches (157 certimeters) tall, born a slave, had @ debi|i+o+ing
illness, and was unable o read or write. Yet here was this Jrough wornan who could take
clwor‘ge and lead men. Put all that Jrogeﬂwer and you 9e+ Harriet Tubman. | goJr to like her
pr‘eHy qyicldy because of her err‘engH'\ and her spir‘iJr, " Allen says.
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Read the erory. Use the information in the erory fo answer the qyesjrions below.
l. Harriet Tubman is best known for being a “conductor” in the Under‘gr‘ound Railroad. She-is

also known as the first woman in American Hieror‘y to
A. Ride in a train
B. Meet the presiden’r

C. Lead a mi|i+ory expediﬂon
D. Serve in the Revo|ujrionor)/ War

2. Why did Tubman decide to he|p the Union Army?
A\ She wanted to ﬂgH for the South
B. She wcn+ec| ﬂ‘eedom {or‘ O” O{‘ +|’1€ peop|e Wl’lO were {or‘cecl iﬂ+0 SIOV@[‘)’
C ./ She wantedto form a union
D. She |'10d now|’1ere e|se +O 90

3. During this time, how did the Confederate Army make Jror*pedoes?
A. They made them with wood, copper., and dirt
B. They made them in a submarine
C. Filled barrels with water and pu’f themn in 9unpowder
D. Filled barrels with gunpowder and pqu them in water

4. Other than the |ibrory and the Internet, how did Tom Allen 90+her* information about

Harriet Tubman?
A. He walked in her {ooJrereps
B. He sent her a message on F acebook
C. Hired a detective
D. He wrote a book

5. In H'\e IOS+ POI’"OSI’"OP"\, Why does 'H'We OU'H'\OI’" +e” ClbOU+ Tubmon 'S size ond |||ness7
A. To make the reader feel bad for her
B. To give the reader. o descripﬂon of her
C lo exp|oin to the reader that she had little, ye’r she occomp|is|’1ed so much
D. Totell a eror)/ about-Harriet Tubman being a spy
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ANSWER KEY

Read the erory. WUse the information in the erory fo answer the <{ues+ions below:
|. Harriet Tubman is best known for bein9 a “conductor” in the Under‘gr‘ound Railroad. She is

also known as the first worman in American Hieror‘y to
A. Ride in a train
B. Meet the presiden’r

C. Lead a mi|i+ory expedﬂ'ion
D. Serve in the R)evo|ujrionor)/ War

2. Why did Tubman decide to he|p the Union Army?
A\ She wanted to ﬂgH for the South
B. She won+ed fr*eedom For Q” O'F H'\e Peop|e WI'\O were {orced in+o SIQVGI’“)’
C. She wanted to form a union
D. She |’10d now|’1ere e|se +O 90

3. During this time, how did the Confederate Army make Jrorpedoes?
A They made them with wood, copper., and dirt

B. They made them in a submarine
C. Filled barrels with water and pqu them in 9unpowder
D. Filled barrels with 9unpowder and Pu+ them in water

4. Other than the |ibrory and the Internet, how did Tom Allen 90+her* information about

Harriet Tubman?
A. He walked in her Foo{'s{'eps
B. He sent her a message on F acebook
C. Hired a detective
D. He wrote a book

5. In H'\e IOS+ POI’"OSI’"OP"\, WI'\)l does 'H'\G OU'H'\OI" +e” ObOU+ Tubmon 'S size ond |||ness'7
A. To make the reader feel bad for her
B. Is 9ive the reader @ descrip+ion of her

C To exp|oin to the reader that she had little. ye+ she occomp|is|’1ed so much
D. To tell a eror)/ gbout Harriet Tubman being a spy

Grade & ©www.HaveFunTeaching.com
Text By: http://kids.nationalgeographic.com



