SI(I” - Readlng Comprehenswn

The Poison Dart Frog

By: National Geographic (Adapted by Have Fun Teaching)
Poison dart frogs wear some of the most brilliant and beautiful

colors on Earth. Depending on their habitats, which are from the
tropical forests of Costa Rica to Brazil, their coloring can be
yellow, gold, copper, red, green, blue or black. Their d651gns and
colors scare off predators. 3 7

You may have seen monkeys 2 SRR
carrying their children on their S <
backs. Well, some of these frogs
show some of these parenting
habits, including carrying both
eggs and tadpoles on their backs. L,

These frogs are some of the most toxic animals on Earth. The
two-inch-long Golden Poison Dart Frog has enough venom to kill
10 grown men. Indigenous people of Colombia have used its
powerful venom for centuries to tip their blowgun darts when
hunting.

Scientists are not sure why these poison dart frogs are so
poisonous, but it 1s possible they take in plant poisons which are
carried by their prey, including ants, termites and beetles. Poison
dart frogs raised in captivity and 1solated from insects in their
native habitat never develop venom.

The medical research community has been exploring ways to
use poison dart frog venom in medicine. Scientists have already
used their venom to create a painkiller medicine.
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Skill — Reoding Comprehension Name:

The Poison Dart Fr‘og

By: National Geographic (Adapted by Have Fun Teaching)
Read the erory. Use the information in the erory to answer the qEJeerions below.

I. The POiSOﬂ CJOI’"I' {\I"Og |'1CIS designs ond COIOI"S 'H'\O'I' |'1e|p Jr|'1e {\I"Og 'I'O

A. EnJrer a beoquy conJreer
B. Score O{\{\ predo+ors

C. Eosi|y hide from predo+ors
D. Live |on9er

2. How are poison dart frogs similar fo monkeys?
A. They both are colorful
B. They both are poisonous
C. They both carry their young on their backs

D. They both carry eqgs and Jr<:1dpo|es
3. What is so omozing about the Golden Poison Dart Frog?

A. [t has a br‘igH 90|den color

B. Itis on|y 2 inches |on9 and has enough venom to kill 10 grown men
C. Itis 10 inches |on9 and has enough venom to kill 2 grown men
D. It can be Yellow, Gold, Copper, Red, Green, Blue, or Black
4. What is different about poison dart frogs that are raised in coerivier?
A. They never deve|op venom
B. They never deve|op color
C. They are 9o|den
D. They make 9reo+ peJrs
5. How has the poison dart frog venom been used by peop|e?

A. The venom I’\OS been used in SOOP

B. The venom has been used on the Jrips, of darts for hunJring
C. The venom has been used in medicine
D. Both Band C
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Skill — Reoding Comprehension Name:

The Poison Dart Fr‘og

By: National Geographic (Adapted by Have Fun Teaching)
ANSWER KEY

I. The POiSOﬂ dOI’"I' {‘I"Og |'1CIS designs ond COIOI"S 'H'\O'I' |'1e|p H'\e {‘I"Og 'I'O
A. En+er a beou+)/ conJreer
B Scare off}orea’afors

C. Eosi|)/ hide from predo+ors
D. Live |on9er

2. How are poison dart frogs similar fo monkeys?
A. The)/ both are colorful
B. They both are poisonous
C 7—/79)/ both carry their young on their backs

D. They bO'H’\ COI"I")/ 6898 ond Jrodpo|es

3. What is so omozing about the Golden Poison Dart Frog?
A. [t has a br‘igH 9o|den color

B Itis onél 2 inches /on9 and has enou9/7 venomn fo kill 10 grown men
C. Itis 10 inches |on9 and has enough venom to kill 2 grown men
D. It can be Yellow, Gold, Copper, Red, Green, Blue, or Black
4. What is different about poison dart frogs that are raised in coeriviJr)/?
A. 7—/7e)/ never a/eve/qo venom
B. They never deve|op color
C. They are 9o|den
D. They make 9reo+ peJrs
5. How has the poison dart frog venom been used by peop|e?

A. The venom I’\OS been used in SOOP

B. The venom has been used on the Jrips, of darts for hunJring
C. The venom has been used in medicine
D Both B and C
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